The Friends of Santa Teresa Park

(FOSTP) have been supporting
Santa Teresa County Park since
1992. We have been publishing
newsletters since 2008.

Here’s our 2026 newsletter:

* President’s Message

* 2026 is the 250th Anniversary of the Anza
Expedition’s Arrival in the Bay Area

¢ Status of IBM’s Almaden Research Center Site

* Update on the Fortini Property

* FOSTP Volunteer Spotlight:

* La Fuente September 20, 2025:

* FOSTP First Friday Work Days

* FOSTP Leads History/Nature Hike

* Adopt-a-Spot: Bernal Ranch Gardens

* Fire in Santa Teresa Park

* Wash Days Return:

* Park Staff News

* Good-bye to Chickens at the Ranch

* New Signs on the Gulnac Trail

Scan the QR Code for our 2026 newsletter or go to:
https://www.stpfriends.org/FOSTP-Newsletter-

2026.pdf

See all our newsletters here:

https://www.stpfriends.org/#newsletters

See our website: https://www.stpfriends.org
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2026 is the 250th Anniversary of the Anza

Expedition’s Arrival in the Bay Area
The story of the ownership of Rancho Santa Teresa begins
250 years ago. In 2026, we are celebrating the 250th anm-
versary, called the Semiquincentennial, of Ameriea Tn 1776
the Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Conti-
nental Congress in Philadelphia. We recognize this as the
bisthday of the United States of America. However, on the
west coast of the confinent, another important event was
happening that year On June 27, 1776, an expedition led by
Juan Bautista de Anza, arrived at their destination in San

d a
land ronte for Spanish settlement from Mexico to San Fran-

Francizeo. It was a landmark event becanse it estal

cisco. It reinforced Spain's control over Alta California and
thwarted Russian expansion into the San Francisco Bay ar-
ea

In 1773-1774, Spanish lientenant-colonel Juan Bantista de
Anza, commander of the Tubac Presidio in Sonora (now
southern Arizona). scouted a land ronte to Alta California
In 1775, he organized the first ovedand colonizing expedi-
tion to California. Over 240 colonists from Sinaloa and
Continued on Page 5

Our Mission

The Friends of Santa Teresa Park (FOSTP) is 2 volunteer
and neighborhood association, fonnded in 1992 and based in.
San Jose. Ouc qussion is to help protect, enhance. mantain,
and restocs Sants Teress Pack and the sueconading neighbor-
hood thromgh education, vohntesr involvament, conrdination,
and communications with the Santa Clara County Parks and
Recreation Department staff, the City of San Jose, and the
greater commmnity. We are a diverse gronp with 2 wide cange
of interests We report on problems and conceras in the parck
20d adjoining neighbarkoed and recommend changes and im-
provements. We help ont with pack maintenance and events, If
you are interested in helping ont at the pack or just want to
Enow what's poing on, you are weleome to join ne. See one
website for mere information: www stpfriends oz, Please visit
one Facebook page: www.facebook com /STPFriends

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/STPFriends/

Join our Zoom meetings, the first Thursday of the
month at 7 pm, email us for the Zoom address.

Email: fostp@stpfriends.org

e

Meetings: 7-00 pa, Lst Thussday of sach month, Zoom mestings
since the pandemic shutdown.
Website: hitp:/ /wrw stpfaends org.
Facebools haps:/ /www.feebook com /STPFieads/
Email: fostplstpfriends org (smail s to caquest Zoom meeting liak)
Officers:
* Nfike Bonlland, President
* Mancice Bayani, Vice President
* David Huadey: Treasnzes
* Ronald Horil, Secretary, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor

President’s Message
By Mike Boulland

This spung, onr dedicated Frends of Santa Teresa Park
members and vohlinteers are excited that the Pandemic is
over. and we can get back to work maintaming the Bernal
Historic Site garden boxes, Butterfly cage. corrals, Saata Te-
resa Spring, and trails

For 34 years, our
and safe use of S

al has been "to promote the enjoyment
ta Teresa County Park by wisitors
through projects and events that presecve the park's natucal
and cultural history.”

Thanks to our volnnteers' dedication and the Santa Clara
Conuty Parks Department's and BeantifyS] support. that
mission has helped transform a once blighted, abandoned
ranch site into a welcoming, well-loved community park
Today, families visit Santa Teresa Springs to enjoy the ducks
and goldfish, while maners and seniors have a safe, heanti-

h ¥ d exercise.

I encourage yon to jois volunteering once a moath to
help restore our beloved Bernal interpretive historic site. We
need help restoring and interpreting the farm equipment
around the barns. We also need more community help re-
moving invasive plants like star thistle, blackberries, Bernm-
da grass, and other weeds.

Join us on the first Foday of every month at 9 am at the
Chicken Coop to beautify our neighborhood and help keep
Santa Teresa Park a wondecful place to play and enjoy na-
mre. We welcome walk-ons for their first visit.
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This newsletter is funded by the City of San
Jose’s Beautify San Jose Grant (formerly
CAP Grant). FOSTP is a member of the

United Neighborhoods of Santa Clara
County (UNSCC), which is the financial
agent for this grant.



