Notes on the Martial Cottle Ranch Workshop

Nov. 15, 2007, Almaden Winery Community Center.
The Martial Cottle Ranch is a joint state and county parks project. A consultant team has been chosen to design the park. Wallace, Roberts, & Todd (http://www.wrtdesign.com/) is the primary consulting firm and is responsible for planning and design. SAGE (Sustainable Agricultural Education, http://www.sagecenter.org/) is handling the educational aspects. LSA Associates (http://www.lsa-assoc.com/) will be working on the environmental issues. Economic and Planning Systems (http://www.epsys.com/) will be looking at land use and economic issues. 
There are 6 phases:

1. Project initiation: gather information, get a team together, done 8/07
2. Understanding site & content, resources, take an inventory of the site, Look at recreation, scenic, biological, traffic issues. Done 11/07, will publish results to the website in a couple of weeks.

3. Defining the vision, overall mission of the park, will consult with the donor, the community and the parks departments, target 3/08

4. Design development: 11/08

5. Master plan: 1/09

6. EIR: 3/09

There will be upcoming meetings:

· Project team: 10

· Technical advisory committee: 4

· Task force: 6

· Community workshops: 3

· State Parks planning policy and program meeting

· EIR scoping meeting

· County Parks & Rec meetings: 3

· County Board of Supervisors
· State Parks Commission

History: The Cottle Ranch land was originally part of Rancho Santa Teresa. Edward Cottle came to the Santa Clara Valley in 1854. He bought the land for his farm in 1864. In 1868, 350 acres was given to Edward’s son, Martial Cottle. Sugar beets were grown on the land in the 1940’s. They also raised corn, horses, and cattle. Filipino workers and Japanese tenant farmers also worked on the land. 
The site comprises 287.4 acres and is divided into 3 sections. The state owns the southwest part (136.6 acres). The county owns the northeast part (151 acres). The southeast part (32 acres) is a life estate retained by the donor, Walter Cottle Lester, for as long as he lives. After that, it becomes part of the park. 
In the southeast corner of the park are crops and a produce stand run by a lessee, the Jordano’s. About a dozen farm buildings are here. The Victorian-Italianate house was built in the 1870’s, but is not the original farm house. The smaller original house was built near Branham and Vistaview, but was moved to its current location near Snell, and the Victorian section was added to it. Other buildings include a carriage house, barn, and granary. There are farm equipment, carriages, and tractors from all periods on the farm. Most of the property is open farmland, but there are a few large valley oaks on it.

Canoas Creek runs through the property. It’s a straight drainage channel. There have been discussions with the Water District about making it a more natural-looking waterway, providing more habitat for wildlife. The Canoas Creek levee leads to the Blossom Hill Light Rail station. 
Development abuts the property. There are several dead-end streets ending at the property, in anticipation of future development. Branham Lane and Snell Avenue border the park. They will expand them from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. One of the issues is how the park will interface with the roads. 

Mr. Lester’s mother said she wanted to keep the property as an active farm in perpetuity. There are conditions attached to the donation of the property. It must be used exclusively as a public historical park that informs and educates the public about the agricultural heritage of Santa Clara Valley, as exemplified by the Martial Cottle family, dating from the 1850’s into the 20th century. It can be used for passive recreation, such as trails and picnic areas. Other uses can include agricultural education and research, leases, produce stands, community gardens, and farmers markets. It cannot be used for athletic fields, playgrounds, tot lots, swimming pools, amusement park rides, and historic structures moved from other sites. 

Mr. Lester hired a landscape architect to come up with a preliminary plan. The plan includes and an area for specialty and u-pick crops, equestrian center, lake, community hall, grassy park, cultivated fields, trails, and parking. 

Sabella Krause from SAGE talked about different considerations for the use of the land and showed several examples: Full Belly Farm in the Sacramento Valley (small specialty farm), Ardenwood Historic Farm in Fremont (agricultural education), Sunol Agricultural Park (small farmers using public land), Salinas Agricultural and Land Based Training Association (agricultural training), the Intervale Center in Burlington Vermont (incubator program for new farmers), and the Edible Schoolyard in Berkeley (school garden & kitchen).

Afterwards, the audience broke up into focus groups and discussed what kinds of activities and features they would like to see in the park and issues and concerns. These will be summarized and listed on the website.
There is a task force meeting on 12/11 at Gunderson High School from 6 to 8 pm. Everyone is invited.
